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CHAPTER HI Continued
Had it not been for Jftxntfe Stag this

would never have happened
Surprise held me spellbound for a

moment I could not Imagine for
life of me what poor James doep in
his law cases loving his wife and fam-
ily having no time for flirtation nor
desire for it could have to do with
the absurd error that had been com-
mitted In the Ilttlo Pawmnc church

I do not understand I said with
some constraint If James has

Oh no I did not mean it He is a
good man Oh please do not tell him
anything to mako him angry she cried
Imploringly

My amazement grew I stood looking-
at her in surprise when I heard a
slight rustling In the open window I
looked up The bearded man was look-
ing at us with hungry eyes

You are rather late I said with
some asperity i If you had acted

man you would have had your bride
now Instead of ma

He gazed with almost imbecile curi-
osity from Beatrice to myself

The girl sprang to the window
Go go she cried This man is a

cousin to James Stagg
With a muttered curse he disappeared

I sat weakly down on the pulpit step
Perspiration came out on my forehead
In great beads I wiped my brow and
looked at my wife She was trembling
watching the window and watching me

Now look here I said evidently
you fear me Why I know not I do
not ask Never have I hoard of such
an occurrence as that in which we have
been actors tonight For the present
moment until I can got the law to re
move your shackles you are my wife
Therefore let us talk plainly

You do not want to be my wife and
kyou need not be There is a way to end
rlt but it must be by process of law I
must sot forth before the court just how
we were hold at the point of a pistol and
compelled to go through the marriage
ceremony It will then be annulled you
will be free But since I have how
young you are and how attractive
I feel some or the responsibility of your
uncles You are very young to run away
with a man Of course all girls who
run away with men ire young But I

i do not seek to stand in the way of your
happiness You are old enough to know
your own mind But to ease my own
conscience let me ask you do you know
this Thomas Firfln well

No she sobbed
But you love
No
But you came hero to meet a man

and go away with him contlnued
with some severity Doyoti love the1
man I saw you with when I In-

here tonight
Yes oh yes
Do you know hmvwell
Yes Oh my God yes
Well enough to throw aside all tlcsr

of hope and friendship antI brave thv
world with him

Yes oh yes
Well I saId half musingly then-

I have no more to say Go and may
God in His mercy kqep you from harm
Tomorrow I shall take steps tQ have
our ridiculous marriage annulled Watch
the Utica papers 1 will publish the
fact You need not come after any re-

lease unless you wish If you do want
something to show that you are free
address me at the residence of James

not keep you any longer Your
lover is waiting As a last request will
you not accept my protection till this
thing is settled and be married in Utica
before you go away

In reply the girl sobbed and shook
hysterically No I made out an an-

swer t
Well then shake hands goodby

Wo have had an exciting time I am
sorry for you

She put her trembling hand In mine
Sho did not ask me to hasten the act
that would set her free She seemed
only overcome by a strong desire to Join
the man outside

Here I said as I reached the door
These are your letters
I picked up the letters her uncle had

thrown down and gave thorn to her
Feverishly she looked at them In the
lamplight She threw all but one away
That one she tucked in the bosom of
her riding habit

Goodby I said again
Goodby came the sobUIng answer-

I stepped out into the cool June night
I felt loaded down with responsibility I
knew not why Surely the love affairs
of two strangers did not matter to

I Even though one was my wife she
would not be by tomorrow

the

t

Ilike-
a

seen

him 1
I

me

Sta on Genosee Street

mOo

VI will

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

It was as I had predicted a moon-
light night I saw some distance down
the road the patient bay still nibbling
at the clover that grew along the

Not far from him was the girls
little horse

They have left your horse I called
back to her Walt a minute and Ill

t It
I walked down the road to the bay and

caught him easily The little horse wax
shy of me but I managed to catch the
bridle I mounted the bay and led the
otter animal back to the church

It was empty My wife was SOOt
with her lover All that remained to
serve as a reminder of the exciting
scenes I had gone through with her
were two dim lamps on the pulpit and
some letters on the floor Mood by
curiosity I picked these up

They were all In one hand and signwl
Tom Plrfln She had taken the one
making the appointment for the elope
mont

Musing upon these strange things and
wondering how the romanoe would end
I turned the deserted pony loose and
rode homeward the bay impatient for
hw supper and bed and I impatient for
a talk with James

CHAPTER IV

A Narrative of Unpleasant Character-

It was almost midnight when the bay
turned hte impatient nose In the gate
of my cousins yard No sooner had liFe
wellknown step sounded on the gravrl
of the 3riv than the library window
was thrown open

Oh Arnold te that came the
voice of Jame You seem to have
been nmkiag a night of

A night of it I shondsy I had
2 jeplied as I dismounted and turned
the bay ever to Uw sleepy groom

I went once into the brilliantly
lighted library

I was quite alarmed said James
from his chair by center table I
sat up not knowing what else to gre u
heaven man What the matter
You are as white as a ghost Here let
me give you a glass of sherry

Time good fellow hurried to a little cab
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inet therefrom a decanter and two
glasses Hi filled both and handed one
to me

Drink that he said and then for
goodness sake tell me what has Imp
l nd

I drained the glass set it down and
iaushcd

How do you know anything has hap-
pened I askod

How do I know You come gallop
Ing in here at this hour of the night
with the foam on the bayS shining in the
moonlight and your own face as pale as
chalk How do I know Why it is
written on your cheeks In your eyes
In your trembling hand Gad Thorn
ton ought to see you now

I dont agree with you I said try-

ing to appear at ease I wouldnt like
Thornton to see me now But you are
right something has happened Some
thing very queer But before I tell you
what Just relieve my anxious curiosity
Who are the Lees

Eh What Lees Plenty of Lees
In Utica

I am not concerned with the Lees of
Utica I mean the Lees out near the
old Pawmuc Mills IJ

James stared at me with his eyes and
mouth open denoting the greatest as
tonishment

The Lees of Pawmuc Mills What
under heaven have you to do with the
Lees of Pawmuc Mills

Oh well said I with ridiculous
effort to appear at ease I have Just
been married to Beatrice Forrest their
niece

James sprang to his feet as though
an electric shock had sent him upward

What Married God You are
mad

not so mad as I was Fve been
mad as the devil I assure you Bqt
what I say Is true For a short time
at least Beatrice Forrest is my wife

James rat down again and stretched
himself af If he were trying to waktn
from a bad dream

did not know you hud
ever heard about Beatrice Forrest-

I never heard of her until about
thirty minutes or less before we were
married

James passed his hand over his brow
helplessly

What is this you are telling me
You are not really married to Bob For
rests daughter-

I dont pretend to know anything
about Bob Forrest I am married to
Beatrice the niece of Parson Lee

For a whole minute he stared at me
My God I heard him breathe Do

you you know what you were
doing

Perfectly I was trying to prevent
a bullet going through my head

He leaped to his feet and began pac-
ing UD and down the room evidently
violently agitated

You seem to know them I said
spoke of you

A lauph which seemed at that
almost sardonic came from the lips

of James
Spoke of me eh Cursed me I sup-

pose
Not exactly But I am not getting

any Information Just calm yourself
and remember that I am In a peculiar
position I have a wife and am asking
you who she

that James sat down and laughed-

A perfect storm of violent mirth came
from him It shocked arid surprised me
for as a rule my cousin was one of
the most selfcontained of men

You you a New YOrker come up
hore for absolute it Is too
much But now look here Before I
tell you a thing you give me your yarn-

I dont believe It yet I cannot believe
you have been so mad as to marry the
duugHter or a convicted murderer-

A what I roared now in my turn
springing to my feet

A convicted murderer Bob Forrest-
Is serving a life sentence in Auburn
prison for the murder of Sake Brand of
Sauiruckct

I sank quivering into my chair Some
feeling of horror swept over me but
with it there came a whisper of caution

Caution of what I could not tell
The girl had chosen her lover AU
that remained for me to do was to set
her free and let her alone

My cousins hand trembled more than
mine as hfe poured out two more glasses
of sherry

Drink this and tell me he said
Drink One of us will surely collapse

Now go ahead Tell me what devilfah
scrape you are in

I drained the glass pulled my shat-
tered nerves together and plunged Into
the tala

I began at the beginning which I fan-
cied must be at the point where I had
information about the old grasscovered
road that formerly led to Pawmuc Mills
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I left out nothing I told of my strange
fancies concerning a tragedy I told of
going Into the churchyard and studying
the headstones I told of finding the
name of Mary beloved wife of Robert
Forrest I told of the appearance of
the boarded man then of the veiled
lady-

I told of my sensation of pity which
prompted me to rush in and warn the
two lovers when I saw the four horse
men coming the church I told
of the awful rage of the uncles when
they found me supporting the half
fainting girl I told of the ludicrous
mistake thoy made of insisting that I
was Thomas Flrfin-

I made it clear that the girl had with-
out doubt come there Intending to elope
with the man I remembered every
word In the letters and repeated them

James sat like one in a trance with
his eyes growing wilder as I advanced
He sat with a rigidity that was painful
His steady unwavering gaze disconcert
ed me

I went on to tell how the parson
to send them away man and wife

but unfortunately got the wrong man
My efforts to escape the manner In
which they received the Information
that I was James Staggs cousin the
whole miserable picture was presented-
to James Just as It was impressed so
vividly on my own mind-

I told how I had asked her if she
loved the man with whom she was go-

ing to elope and how I went back with
her horse only to find her gone

When I had finished James did not
move He sat like one entranced I
grew impatient

Well I said testily I have told you
the yarn Now satisfy ray curiosity and
tell ma how to get out of the scrape Cf
course the marriage can be annulled

Yes answered James struggling
through a weight of some emotion un-

known to me Yes fh marriage can
easily be annulled

Then that Is taking the worst of it
off Now go ahead and tell me who this
erring young woman Is in short
make me acquainted with my wife

James shuddered Ho reached again
for the sherry and once more braced
his nerves The clock struck the hair

toward
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posed
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hour it was growing late but neither
of us thought of that

My dear cousIn he began calming
himself and now spooking Irihls usual
well modulated voice I have been
grossly neglectful of you I should have
paid more attention to the demands of
hospitality I feel that I am lu some
degree responsible for this horrible
thins that has come upon you

Oh relieve your mind I said some
shortly I am as a rule per

fectly able to take care of myself Had
you trotted around with me twenty
hours of the twentyfour I dont see
that it would alter things I might have
happened to be there just the same It
even might have happened to you And
think how much bettor it Is as it Is I
am not married you with a wife and
family why even at the point of a
pistol it might be unpleasant

Yes rather assented my cousin
But dont interrupt Let me recall this

whole story and I will acquaint you
with the history of the the yourwifcr

A caso of cigars lay on the table nut
1 look one I settled myself In un easy
choir for I knew I was going to hear
something interesting-

Go ahead I told him-

I never knsw very much about the
Lees said James except that they
were well to do country people I learned
when the trial took place that John Lee
had once been the proprietor of Paw
muc Mills It was merely a small mill
but any mill around here is called mills
It was a sort of knitting factory I be-

lieve and gave employment to about 200

hands The mill and the houses that
sheltered those employes who did r ffoi
live on farms or In nearby villages were
all there was to the village of PaSvniuc

John Lee lived a line house in
fact he lives there yet on a place called
Shadolands His brother William Lee
Is a clergyman John Lee built the lit-

tle white church and there his brother
William who had really retired from
active work some time before preached
every Sunday to the employes Paw
muc Mills received Its power from the
little stream of which you saw the re
mains When tha stream dried up Lee
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spoke of removing his a more
favored locality

One day the mill burned down Lee
was rich and was getting on In year
and modern methods had left him a lit-

tle behind the procession So he nevir
reopened anywhere That ended the vii
lag of Pawmuc There was nothing lo
Keep everyone there But William con-

tinued and still continues to preach in
the little white church to such of lhf
farmers round who wish to go to hear
himWilliam Lee is not rich He lives
in a small cottage on a piece of ground
John gave him He has a son James
rather a shiftless individual I judge

But now we get on a little further
The Lees had a sister Mary younger
than themselves Mary Leo llveavwllh
John and wits so far as I can learn
handsome woman of considerable talent
and education She married a ma
named Robert Forrest who was fore
man In Jake Brands woolen mill ut
Saugucket in the Sauquoit Valley

This Brand was a shrewd hardhead-
ed man capable in business and close
its a miser He never employed a cash-

ier but handled all his money himself
paying off the hands and all that

About live years ago as you can see
by that stone in the churchyard Mary
Forrest died Your suspicion of a
tragedy there was all wrong She died
of natural causes attended so I under
stand by her brothers and her

who had always been a loving and
kind family man Mary left a daughter
twelve years of age a bright pretty

I believe according tq your
story yourwjfe r-

IFprreatBOtne tale runs grc mel
ahcholy after his wifes deathi v He did
not marry again His little girl Beat
rice was living with her uncle John
Lee at Shodelands Forrest grew more
and more restless untL at last about
four years ago one year after his wifes
death he bade his little girl and his
brotherinlaw goodby packed his grip
and went off to seek his fortune

Things went along all right and the
little girl was educated by her uncle
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and grqw into lovely young lady
A very young lady because she cannot
be more than seventeen now Then
suddenly Robert Forrest came back

He was overjoyed to see his little
Beatrice again He went right to Lees
house and from his general talk it was
gathered that while he had had some
success he had not returned with any
great fortune

Now we come to the tragedy For
rest hud boon home only two days when
he went to see his old employer Jake
Brand But I am getting on too fast
I dont want to tell this part as a
story and then go over It again as tes-
timony Ill jump here If you please

On the 15th of September of last
year Jake Brand left Saugucket as was
his custom twice each month to drive
to the First National Bank of Utica to
draw the money to pay his hands Twd
weeks pay for 200 people besides such
money as Brand would probably
to make payments In business for pri-
vate use and all that would foot up
into a tidy sum

His horse trotted Into his yard at
Saugucket at 4 oclock that afternoon
with Brand crouched downn the wagon
dead

The satchel In he usually
carried the money was the wagon
but opened and rifled

Of course I was at once notified
and spurred myself and the detective
force to find the murderer and robber
This was not at all difllculi It was
Robert Forrest

1 was growing uneasy The story
James wo telling me was absorbingly
Interesting It was altogether too michS-

O
Ybu jump to the guilt at once i

j afd1 What was the evidence
James smiled

I forgot that lie was now your m
no Pardon men I will give you botl
sides of the argument Forrest was
arrested and protested that he was lu-

nccent The case for the people as
I presentj1 It consisted of these salient

Forrestlhad signified his Intention oJ

f

avery

which

¬

¬

>

This very handsome
Solid Quartered Oak
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beveled French plate
mirrors extending the
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making a visit to Brand speaking as
if they had ten friends whereas the
truth was that Brand had simply been
Forrests employer He had gone there
He Arrived Just as Erana was getting
ready to drive to the bank at Utica
He either invited himself or accepted
Brands invitation to drive with him

Braiia did to bank where he
drew 7500 Forrest drsw from his pri-
vate 1200 started back
to SavguckeL Brand alone reached
there and he was dead and the 7500
were gone

Now here you must remember the
thread for when I tell you the peoples
case I will give you the defense

Forrest wi arrested on testi
mony of his nephew James Lee and
another young man Ellis Enland who
had been out shooting that afternoon
They swore on the stand that they saw
Brand and Forrest drive past the road
tha led to Lees place called Shade
lands where Forrest was stopping
They happened to be on a knoll from
which they had a view of a long stretch
of road

The two continued alog at an easy
pace until they had reached a bit of
the road sheltered from viey by trees
yet perfectly open to the vision of the
young men on the hill IJere the wagon
stopped and the two men were acting
as engaged In an altercation

Forrest was seen to put out his hand
as If touching Brands shoulder Brand
raised his hands as If to ward off a
blow Then the two were so close to-

gether that the eyewitnesses could not
tell just what was taking place Then
Forrest stepped from the wagon spent-
a fumbling with something
In it then struck off toward Shade
lands Lees place through a coppice of
oak that fringed the farm of a hay
farmer near Lees The horse jogged
on and eventually reached Brands home
in Saugucket where the man was dis
covered to be dead in the wagon

As soon as I discovered these things
from Lee and Enland I at once arrest
ed Forrest Something like was
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This mahogany finish frame Parlor Suite which Is beautiful-
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found omhim The remaInSer was never
found

Now we come to ForrssPs defense
He admitted that lie had driven to the
bank with Brand could not deny
It for ho was seen In the bank he drew
money the tellers remembered it and ha
was seen by a thousand people who
knew him or Brand on the street He
stated however in his defense that he
had gone to see Brand about returning-
a loan of 2000 which Brand had ad
vanced without security when he For
rest went away two years or three yearj
before

To be continued next Sunday

MAD ANTHONY
Wayne was oneof the leading spirits

of the American Revolution He served
throughout the war most of the time
with the rank of general What he was
as a boy will interest ieaders and this
they may learn from his biography
written by John R Spear

When he was about flfteen years eld
Wayne was attending a sch4 tausht
by Ills uncle Gilbert or Gabriel
Wayne and this uncle exasperated at
the boys conduct wrote the following
letter to Anthonys father Isaac
Wayne

1 really expect that parental affec-
tion blinds you and that you have mis
taken your sons capacity What he
may be best qualified for I know
One I am of he will never
make a scholar He perhaps
make a soldier He has already dis-
tracted the brains of twothirds Of tw
boys under my charge by rehearsals of
brtttles sieges etc

exhibit more the of
Indians and harlequins than of stu-
dents this one decorated with a cap of
many colors other habited in oats att
variegated like Josephs of old Hbrnt
laid up with broken heads and black
eyes During noon in place of the
usual of amusement he baa the
boys employed in throwing up redoubts
skirmishing etc

I must be candid with YOU brother
Intac Unless Anthony more at
tention to his books I shall be wider
the painful necessity of dismissing him
from the

i
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